Government and citizens in joint effort to get rid {;f rubzes
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Lytena
Hables diseaie, (b Kinwahili -
kichsa cha mbvwa), is & desadly virad
dincirse which hus survived over foar
millennia. It is one of the diseas-
&8 that can be trandermsd betwsen
Inimans and animals, experts el
these ‘monotic dissascs’ Al the
mament, the Weorld Health Orgon-
imtion [WHO)} cinssifies rabiss as
a vaccie-preventable virl disease.
thougth it is among the dendiest dis-
s, with o 999 mortality rate for
urrenocinnted

P

For humans, robies  Infection
lesda bo fever, poin, wnssusl tingling,
pricking or buorming fecling ot the
wourmil The patient may later expe-
riepcd  hallucinabions, abaormal
elumdonsr, sgitobions, oonfushon,
hydroghobsia Dear of water), unusg-
al vocalisstions and Insomsis (seep
ifinonder), Tt i o Extal disesse that

bruinn (enoeghilitia) in all mam-
maks who sequire it

fer mbies amony themsehes @ in
attwicies mrd fights At ity pesle, rabid
animals berome sstyressne and fiear-
less, highly eschiable, drool ewes-
sively, anid they eventually paralyse

tons, and eliminote strey doge. The
alow prace of effecthreness in control
b boud tor ralbses breing internution-
ally classified a9 3 neglocted tropical
ismse (NTD)L

The WHOD datn estoblish that
gobally, oy are the main soure
of mbses troosmission to bumae
95% of rabics doths ocour in the
oimlinenis of Asis sl Afrkea. Peo-
ple die in tens of thousands svery

dences shice 1932 Since then the
disesse hos spread widely i the
coumitry, According to the Hobies
Contral Beport in Tansands has
resulied in over 1L500 desths in the
year M¥IL srnd cvem higher fignres in

stroy dogs in the streets and house-
holde With the dilficlty of locating
thent, vaecination bs impedal. There
s alwo a lack of swnrencs among
peuple, maldng them less coutious.
Many deaths cold be proveritsd i
precple were informed.

Generully, people do mot lmow
much about diseases which con be
oontracted from animals, what anl-
mals to avold, and nolb to est, and in
what sdtustions medical help should
b songght. Commanitics pesd to be
taught to krep their animalssafe and
o et them vaocinated




